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Purposes of Presentation 

Increase awareness of our chapter’s past. 
Understand how we arrived where we are today. 

Appreciate the NA graduates who paved the way for us.  
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The Hawai`i Chapter includes:

Republic of the Marshall Islands
Federated States of Micronesia

Northern Mariana Islands
American Samoa
Republic of Palau

Guam 
State of Hawai`i



Overview

• First Hawai`i graduates

• First Guam graduates

• President of his session 

• First session speaker

• Judo training

• Scholarships

• President Nixon and FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover

• Hawai`i Chapter established

• First retrainer conference

• First graduates from other Micronesian countries
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Which two Hawai`i law enforcement agencies sent the first attendees to FBI 
National Academy?

And which year did they attend? 
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Honolulu Star-Bulletin
March 27, 1947

First two attendees 
from Hawai`i,
Session 34
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Guam Daily News
May 17, 1950

Lt. Adolfo Sgamelluri
Guam Police Department
Session 43

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover
(on the left)



8

Guam Daily News
May 17, 1950



Honolulu Advertiser
June 4, 1959

Session President & 
Graduation Speaker
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Honolulu Police
Chief Dan Liu
Session 63 



Honolulu Star Bulletin
June 30, 1966

$1,500 public service scholarships 
awarded by Honolulu Star Bulletin’s 
board of directors.
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Comment:  
One dollar in 1966 is equivalent in 
purchasing power to about $9.74 
in 2025.  Therefore, the $1,500 of 
1966 is equivalent to $14,610 
today. 



Honolulu Advertiser
January 24, 1967
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Comment:
In 1967 dignified FBI 
National Academy news was 
surrounded by provocative 
advertisements. 
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Sgt. Edwin RossFBI Director J. Edgar Hoover



Honolulu Advertiser
December 24, 1969

President Richard Nixon
&

FBI Director 
J. Edgar Hoover
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Honolulu Star-Bulletin
July 26, 1970

New facilities to open in 1972
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Sessions Per Year

• 1935 - one session

• 1936 - two sessions

• 1937 - six sessions

• 1938 to 1951 - three sessions 

• Except 2 sessions for 1942

• 1952 to 1971 - two sessions

• 1973 to 2012 - four sessions

• 2013 - three sessions

• 2014 to 2019 - four sessions

• 2020 - two sessions

• 2021 - none

• 2022 to 2024 - four sessions
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Honolulu Star-Bulletin
November 8, 1970

First Hawai`i Chapter Retrainer
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Comment: 
The first annual retraining 
conference was held before the 
Hawai`i Chapter was established in 
1971 and was likely conducted by 
the local FBI Office. 



Hawai`i Chapter Retrainer
1973
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Comment:
This is the oldest Hawai`i 
Chapter Retraining program 
found in our chapter history 
files.
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The session started at 1 pm on Thursday.

Missing on the 
schedule, golf. 

Apparently a vice 
update was 
acceptable. 

The business meeting was on Thursday.
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Comment:  (politically correct)
Times have changed.

“Cocktails” have 
been replaced with 
“Hospitality 
Room.”

What hasn’t changed is the relevant and interesting law 
enforcement topics presented, it’s educational value, 
each host trying to out-perform the previous year’s 
retrainer, and the warmhearted camaraderie enjoyed 
by all. 
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Interview of Ed Ross

KL:  Can you tell us about the first retainer that the Hawai`i Chapter conducted? 

ER:  It was at the Ilikai and . . . Chin Ho is the one that funded most of it. He in fact 
gave us fantastic  prices for the (conference). Because we were paying most of it 
(conference), was being paid from out of our own pocket. The department (HPD) 
would not pay for us attending the retainer. So I ended up being the spokesman to 
talk to the manager of the Ilikai to get . . . the prices down because it was all 
coming out of our own pockets.

Chin Ho threw in the Ali Ali Kai for (boat) cruises, beer cruise and everything. It was 
fantastic. 
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Honolulu Advertiser
October 13, 1974

Chapter Annual Retrainer
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Comment: 
Apparently information about a law 
enforcement conference on Kauai was 
newspaper worthy in 1974. 
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Pacific Daily News
October 15, 1984

The first graduates from the 
Republic of Palau, Republic 
of the Marshall Islands, the 
Federated States of 
Micronesia and the 
Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands.



Review of Highlights

July 29, 1935 
FBI National 

Academy 
established

March 1947
First two from 
Hawai`i attend 

34th session
June 1959

Chief Dan Liu attends 
63rd session.

First class president 
and graduation speaker

June 1966
Lt. Abraham Waiamau 
& Sgt. Philibert Vierra 
attend 78th session.

Recipients of Honolulu 
Star Bulletin 
scholarships 

March 1967
Sgt. Ed Ross attends 

79th session.
Session photo with FBI 

Director J. Edgar Hoover  

November 1970 
First Retrainer 
held at Ilikai 

Hotel.

May 1969
Capt. Francis Keala 

attends 83rd session.
Shakes hands with 

President Nixon

1971 Hawai`i 
Chapter 

established

May 1972 
Quantico training 

complex opens 
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March 1950 
First graduate 

from Guam
Sgamelluri

43rd session

September 1984 
First graduates 

from Palau, 
Marshall Islands, 
FSM and CNMI
138th session



Purposes of Presentation 

Increase awareness of our chapter’s past. 
Understand how we arrived where we are today. 

Appreciate the NA graduates who paved the way for us.  

Mahalo!
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